
  

 
 

SeaBeLife enters into joint development 
 agreement with Unither Pharmaceuticals to formulate 

and produce ophthalmic drug candidate 
 

Partnership aims to produce clinical and commercial batches of 
ophthalmic formulation of SeaBeLife’s drug candidate to treat 
degenerative disorders of retina, with view to starting clinical trials in 
2027 
 
Roscoff, France, December 8, 2025 - SeaBeLife, a biotechnology company developing 
innovative drug candidates intended to block cellular necrosis, today announces it has 
signed a joint development agreement with Unither Pharmaceuticals, a French 
pharmaceutical CDMO with an international footprint, specialized in the development and 
manufacture of sterile single doses. The agreement will lead to the production of clinical 
and commercial batches of the topical ophthalmic formulation of the SBL03 drug candidate. 
SBL03 is intended to treat degenerative disorders of the retina such as geographic atrophy 
and dry age-related macular degeneration (AMD). 
 
The partnership aims to speed up pharmaceutical and regulatory preclinical development 
prior to the launch of clinical trials, scheduled for 2027. It covers the development and 
industrial scale-up of the formulation, the manufacture of preclinical and GMP batches, 
analytical development, and preparation of the Chemistry, Manufacturing and Controls 
(CMC) application for submission to the relevant regulatory authorities to start phase 1 
clinical trials.  
 
SeaBeLife retains ownership of its drug candidate, while the agreement entrusts Unither 
with the pharmaceutical development and manufacture of preclinical batches, thereby 
combining SeaBeLife’s scientific expertise with Unither’s pharmaceutical knowledge. 
 
“This collaboration with Unither represents a major milestone in bringing our first-in-class 
candidate targeting necroptosis and ferroptosis to maturity. Their industrial expertise and 
international footprint mean that we’re going into CMC development with a strong, 
ambitious framework in place, to safeguard our clinical and regulatory development 
pathway and foster a robust route to scale-up,” said Morgane Rousselot, PhD, CEO and co-
founder of SeaBeLife. “Together, we’re building the clinical path for a program that could 
transform the way that severe retinal diseases are managed. This perfectly illustrates what 
we’re aiming for in the ophthalmology market: to speed up the clinical development and 
availability of our therapy and to establish collaborations on our ophthalmic formulations 
incorporating SBL03.”  
 
The agreement provides for joint work on testing the formulation and process development 
to start immediately, as well as the setup of a shared steering committee to monitor 
progress and collectively approve major milestones.  
 
  



  

SeaBeLife is developing a platform for innovative small molecules that can simultaneously 
target two major programmed cell death pathways, necroptosis and ferroptosis, to meet 
key medical needs with no therapeutic alternative in acute, rare or chronic indications. At 
the start of 2025, SeaBeLife delivered promising preclinical efficacy results for SBL03 in 
geographic atrophy, a severe form of dry AMD.  
 
“Unither is very excited about launching this partnership with the French biotech SeaBeLife. 
It confirms our commitment to working with innovative companies in the field of 
ophthalmology. This partnership enables us to share the risks and the costs in developing 
drug candidates together, for a number of ophthalmic diseases for which few or no 
treatment options currently exist,” said Nathalie Masson, director of innovation and 
development at Unither. “This represents a key step in implementing our innovation 
strategy, which aims to foster more joint development collaborations.”   
 
About Unither Pharmaceuticals 
Unither Pharmaceuticals is a leading pharmaceutical CDMO specialized in the development and 
manufacture of liquid formulations (including drops, saline solutions, Blow-Fill-Seal single doses 
of asthma drugs, and stick-packs) for pharmaceutical companies producing proprietary or 
generic drugs. The company employs more than 2,200 people in eight manufacturing plants in 
France, the US, Brazil and China, and an R&D center in France. Unither generated revenue of 
€522 million in 2024. 
www.unither-pharma.com 
 
About SeaBeLife 
Founded in 2019 in Roscoff, France, SeaBeLife uses its innovative technology platform to 
develop small molecules that simultaneously target two different regulated cell death pathways 
- necroptosis and ferroptosis. This unique approach, protected by a number of patents already 
issued in Europe and the United States, positions the company as a global pioneer in the field. 
The company is focusing its efforts on two flagship programs, in dry AMD and in severe acute 
hepatitis, two high medical need indications for which the potential market is worth several 
billion euros. 
Since inception, SeaBeLife has raised €9 million in capital and public financing, won the national 
i-Nov Competition 2024 and enjoyed the support of major players such as Bpifrance, SATT 
Ouest Valorisation, Biotech Santé Bretagne and the Région Bretagne regional authority. 
SeaBeLife is led by CEO and co-founder Morgane Rousselot, who holds a PhD in biochemistry 
from Sorbonne University/French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS)/Roscoff Marine 
Station. The company is based on the research work of Stéphane Bach, PhD (CNRS), Marie-
Thérèse Dimanche-Boitrel (Research Institute for Environmental and Occupational Health — 
IRSET) and Claire Delehouzé, PhD, scientific director and partner. With a supportive, motivated 
and highly skilled team behind it, SeaBeLife aims to develop the next generation of therapies 
for serious, rare and chronic conditions.  
www.seabelife.com 
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